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Leave Your Leaves
8th Grade Lesson 3 Plan and Activities

Lessons for Middle Schoolers on the ecological benefits of letting leaves stay on the ground as they fall in our communities. These activities below are designed to be done in classrooms as well as outside on school grounds where available. Lessons are about one hour, but each one indicates how to shorten or lengthen the lesson as your time dictates. Minimal supplies are needed and are listed at the beginning of each lesson along with alternative options.

Background:  Background Info Leave Your Leaves from Audubon Society 
NC Science Standards Covered
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8th: 8.E.1 Understand the hydrosphere and the impact of humans on local systems and the effects of the hydrosphere on humans.

8E.1.4 Conclude that the good health of humans requires: Monitoring of the hydrosphere Water quality standards Methods of water treatment Maintaining safe water quality Stewardship

8.L.1 Understand the structure and hazards caused by agents of disease that effect living organisms.

8.L.1.1 Summarize the basic characteristics of viruses, bacteria, fungi and parasites relating to the spread, treatment and prevention of disease.

8.L.3 Understand how organisms interact with and respond to the biotic and abiotic components of their environment.

8.L.3.1 Explain how factors such as food, water, shelter, and space affect populations in an ecosystem. 8.L.3.2 Summarize the relationships among producers, consumers, and decomposers including the positive and negative consequences of such interactions including: coexistence and cooperation competition (predator/prey) parasitism mutualism

8.L.3.3 Explain how the flow of energy within food webs is interconnected with the cycling of matter (including water, nitrogen, carbon dioxide, and oxygen).

8th Grade Lesson 3
	Grade
	Lesson 3:

Community Education

	8th Grade
	Teach the Community to Leave the Leaves: Leave the Leaves Infographic


8th Grade Lesson #3: Teach the Community to Leave the Leaves
Lesson Plan Time: 1-2 hours depending on how long you have!

Background Information: Students should have either completed at least one of the previous 8th grade lessons, or have background about human impact on the hydrosphere. This will help them to already know the main ideas for their infographic.

Materials:

·  Leave the Leaves Infographic sheet

· Poster making materials (paper, colored pencils, markers), or you could have students use Google Drawings, or Canva etc to do an online version.

· Internet access and/or printouts and notes from previous lessons

Objectives: 8.E.1 Understand the hydrosphere and the impact of humans on local systems and the effects of the hydrosphere on humans.

8E.1.4 Conclude that the good health of humans requires: Monitoring of the hydrosphere Water quality standards Methods of water treatment Maintaining safe water quality Stewardship

Summary: Students connect their community to the ideas they have learned about in this lesson and the previous two.

Lesson Steps:

1) Start with the mini lesson “Ethics in Science” to lay the groundwork for why sharing what we learn is an important part of science. This also will discuss pointers on how to make an effective poster.

2) Have students do a Google Image search for Infographics on environmental topics. They can use the keywords: Infographic and then water, or erosion or ‘protect earth.’

3) Ask them what they are seeing and gather some common ideas.

4) Pass out the Leave the Leaves Infographic sheet.

5) Review with students that they are making an informational poster that highlights data using visuals.

6) Students can build online in a format they are comfortable with (Google Drive, Canva, Adobe, Drawings, Visual.ly) or they can draw on paper.

7) Provide enough time for students to create posters, receive feedback and make edits before hanging these in a public space.

8) Display these visuals in a place where other classes wait and can read them.

9) You could have a vote on the infographic that is the most impactful, creative, clear, etc.

